Programs

Special Programs
SWAP (In-school for Grades K-8) *available Mar.-Apr.

5 Senses (Kindergarten)

The Spring Water Awareness
Program (SWAP) is a half-day
in-school presentation focusing
on the dangers of spring water
conditions such as thin ice, fast
moving water, and flooding.
Ensure your students understand
the safety precautions that need
to be taken at this time of year.

Experience nature through the senses! Hands-on activities
introduce young minds to sights, sounds, smells and textures
of the forest.

Living Things (Grade One)
Learn how the basic needs of living things are met within the
environment. Students explore their surroundings and search
for live specimens along the way.

Animals (Grade Two)
Investigate the appearance, behaviour, and life cycles of
animals living at the Mill of Kintail. Encounters with resident
animals are possible!

Plants (Grade Three)

Discover forest plants and learn about the similarities and differences
between the smallest wildflowers and the tallest trees and why
these plants are so important to life on earth.

Soils (Grade Three)
Get your hands dirty-literally! Learn why soil is an essential
source of life. Students investigate the properties of soil
through hands-on identification experiments.

Habitats (Grade Four)

Discover the special relationships between plants and animals
living in field, forest, and river habitats. Learn about connections
between humans and the environment through hands-on exploration
and field activities.

Energy (Grade Five)
This interactive presentation provides an overview of renewable
and non-renewable energy sources, the impacts of energy use on
the environment, and the importance of conservation.

Biodiversity (Grade Six)
We are all connected! Students discover diversity of species and
ecosystems and will begin to appreciate why this variety of life is
vital to the health of the planet and human existence.

Ecosystems (Grade Seven)

Investigate ecosystems at the Mill of Kintail! Learn about ecosystem composition and the factors affecting their health.
Recognize how everyday decisions impact the environment.

Water (Grade Eight)
This multi-media presentation focuses on the water cycle,
groundwater flow, water use, water contamination and water
conservation within the local watershed and around the world.

Multi-Grade Programs

This free program sponsored by Ontario Power Generation

Stream Study (Grades K-6)

Water Expo *available in May

Explore the Indian River and along the riparian zone using nets and
buckets in search of reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates. Learn
about life cycles, animal adaptations, habitats, biodiversity, and river
health.

This interactive full day event promotes water resource management
and conservation. Using hands-on discovery centres and presentation
students gain an understanding of the value and fragility of water in o
world.

Field Study (Grades K-6)

Get up close and personal with insects living in the open fields.
Using nets, bug containers, magnifying glasses, and field guides
discover a variety of insects and learn why they are more than
just “bugs”!

This free program sponsored by Mississippi Valley Conservation
Foundation

Survival (Grades 4-6)

Learn about food chains, animal adaptations, and habitats while
playing a physically active simulation game. Through role playing,
students discover what a day in the life of animals is really like!

Trees (Grades 3-6)

Learn about nature’s largest plants and the important role
they play for other living things. Using dichotomous keys,
students identify trees by their unique characteristics.

Winter (Grades 1-6) *available Dec.-Feb.
Discover how the animals survive in our cold Canadian climate,
search for signs of life throughout the forest, and enjoy a guided
snow-shoeing expedition along the Indian River. TD Friends of
the Environment provided funding to purchase high quality
snowshoes for this program. Busing grants available for this
program.

R. Tait McKenzie & Naismith Museums *available May-Oct.
Take some time to learn about the great accomplishments of
two influential Canadians. Dr. Robert Tait McKenzie and Dr.
James Naismith were childhood friends who grew up locally in
former Ramsay Township (just around the corner from the Mill
of Kintail!)
Known as Brothers of the
Wind, the lives of Naismith
(inventor of basketball) and
McKenzie (sculptor, sports
therapist and philosopher)
are showcased at the
gristmill museum on site at
the Mill of Kintail. Discover
how these remarkable
Canadians are connected
to the conservation area on
a guided tour of the museum. Dr. James Naismith (l), Dr. R. Tait McKenzie

